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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
In this chapter consists of background of the study, formulation of the research problems, research objective, scope and limitation of the study, significance of the study, definitions of key term, and organization of the study. They would be described as follow:
A. Background of the Study
As we have known that English is one of language that popular in the world and it becomes second language in Indonesia. Thus, Many people try to learn English in order to avoid misunderstanding or misinterpretation because English is international language.
Because English is international language, teaching speaking is highly recommended at various levels in every school. In fact lately, there are a lot of problems that we often ignore in the teaching of English in schools. As we know that the teaching of English in an English course institution is better than the English language teaching in schools. If we reflect more deeply, it is very remarkable that students who have studied English for at least 6 years from junior high school to senior high school still can not speak English, even for introducing themselves. This fact is called extraordinary because if students take a course at an institution of general English course in the same time, it is certain that the students are very capable of talking in English, may even be able to understand English to the level of drama, poetry, etc. So, why did this happen?
As we knew the problems arise due to scarcity of teachers speak English in class. It was felt inhibited the students because they aren’t used to hearing other people speak English. In addition, the problem is also caused by over-emphasized lessons on grammar and not on the conversation, but students are rarely given guidance on how and what the function of the elements of grammar they learned. Besides, the reason teachers do not emphasize speaking is that speaking is not included in the exam. So it is often ignored by them. In addition, many teachers do not know the strategies that are suitable to use in teaching speaking for learners. Thus, the strategy used is not attractive.
The problems above also arised in MA Nurul Ulum Munjungan Trenggalek regency. The researcher selected MA Nurul Ulum Munjungan as research setting because most students of the tenth year were unable to speak English. In that school, teachers only taught about the habit of understanding without speaking English because according to English’s teacher there was no speaking in test. Only understanding was needed because usually the test was in the form of written test. Whereas, English has four skill that must be learned by the students, One of them is speaking. They got difficulty in speaking and got lazy to try speaking English. Thus the score of students’ English speaking was low about 90 % under KKM score. Beside that they were low motivated to practice speaking.
Speaking is the ability to express idea in acceptable spoken English form. The students’ speaking ability is very important because it is one of skill which must be learned by the student. The benchmark of successful language acquisition is almost always the demontration of an ability to accomplish pragmatic goal through interactive discourse with other speakers of the language. Beside that, Richard in Brown (2001: 267) noted,” the conversation class is something of an enigma in language teaching.” The goals and techniques for teaching conversation are extremely diverse, depending on the student, teacher and overall context of the class. 
 The students have difficulty to learn speaking English. Therefore, the students will be more motivated when they know their strength and weakness.  In order to show the students’ strength and weakness, authentic assessment can be used.
According to Cronbach & Stufflebeam (Arikunto, 2005) assessment is the process of collecting data to measure the extent to which these objectives and use the collected information to make certain decisions. One of the principles of assessment is meant to be comprehensive covering all aspects of the personality of the students, the aspects of the product and the process of learning that can describe the gradual change in attitudes and conceptions of the students (Wijaya, et.al, 1991). According to Sudjana (2005), characteristic of assessment is the presence of an object or program being assessed and the criteria as a basis for comparison between realities based on the criteria. This comparison can be absolute, meaning that the comparison is considered to describe the position of the object or the terms of the applicable criteria, and can also be relative, meaning that the results of the comparison further illustrates the position of an object with other objects considered to stem from the same criteria.
According to Zulrahman (2007), there has been a paradigm shift learning from teacher centered to student centered now. The condition not only has an impact on changes in teaching methods but also affect the use of methods of assessment of learning. Method of Assessment learning should be pursued further involving the role of students. One of  the assessment which is used is authentic assessment. According to John Mueller (Zulrahman,2007), authentic assessment is the assessment in which students are asked to perform real-world task that demonstrate meaningful application of essential knowledge and skill. The other name of authentic assessment is alternative assessment. Alternative assessment uses activities that reveal what students can do with language, emphasizing their strengths instead of their weaknesses. Alternative assessment instruments are not only designed and structured differently from traditional tests, but are also graded or scored differently. Because alternative assessment is performance based, it helps instructors emphasize that the point of language learning is communication for meaningful purposes. 

Alternative assessment methods work well in learner-centered classrooms because they are based on the idea that students can evaluate their own learning and learn from the evaluation process. These methods give learners opportunities to reflect on both their linguistic development and their learning processes (what helps them learn and what might help them learn better). Alternative assessment thus gives instructors a way to connect assessment with review of learning strategies. One of the authentic or alternative assessments that involve the students is peer assessment. Peer assessment is an assessment method that is more student-centered. Mowl (1996) stated that peer assessment is a form of innovation in field assessment which aims to improve the quality of learning. 
Underhill (1987) suggests that peer assessment is an authentic assessment approach because peers are asked to rate the effectiveness of communication by others.  One way to make sure students understand this type of evaluation is to give students a practice session with it. The instructor provides a sample of speaking assignment. As a group, the students determine what should be assessed and how criteria for successful completion of the communication task should be defined. Then, the instructor gives the students a sample completed assignment. Students assess this, using the criteria they have developed, and determine how to convey feedback clearly to the fictitious student (Michael 1996: 69).
In conclusion, peer assessment is the assessment of students’ work by other students. It can help them in learning to evaluate their own language. Further, it has benefits as increasing feedback to students, giving students a sense of more responsibility for their learning, encouraging critical analysis of students’ work. 
By using peer assessment the students would be demanded to assess their peer. The learning environment in the classroom must be supportive. The student must feel comfortable and believe one another in order to provide honest and constructive feedback.
In this research, the writer uses the peer assessment technique. By using peer assessment technique, the writer hopes that this technique will help the students to solve the problems in speaking. 
Based on the concept above, the writer get interested to conduct the research by improving the English’ speaking achievement of the first year students of MA Nurul Ulum Munjungan Trenggalek using peer assessment.
B. Formulation of the Research Problem 
The formulation of the problem would be proposed by researcher based on the background above. The problem is as follows: “How can peer assessment improve the tenth grade students’English speaking achievement at Islamic senior high school (MA) Nurul Ulum Munjungan in academic 2011-2012?”

C. Research Objective 
In line with the formulations of the research problem above, this research objective was to know how peer assessment can improve the tenth grade students’ English speaking achievement at islamic senior high school (MA) Nurul Ulum Munjungan in academic 2011-2012.
D. Scope and Limitation of the Study
In order to prevent the complex problem, the study was limited and focused only on the using peer assessment to teach speaking English on the first year students at A class of  MA Nurul Ulum Munjungan in the academic 2011-2012. 

In this research, the researcher uses the class room action research with its Cycles. And the researcher limits only using peer assessment in expressing of invitation.

E. Significance of the Study
1.  Theoretically 
The results of this study is intended to be useful for the development of scientific repertoire as well as reference material or references and additional libraries in the library of the State Islamic College of Tulungagung.

2.  Practically 
 The results of this study are intended to be beneficial to school or other relevant agencies to improve the students’ achievement and students’ comfort by using the peer assessment. Beside that peer assessment can be used by the teacher as alternative method to teach speaking and the students will be motivated and helped to solve their speaking English problem, especially the students and the teachers in MA Nurul Ulum Munjungan.
3. For Further Research 
That the results of this study is intended to be useful as a guide, direction, and reference and research materials for further consideration of the relevant or in accordance with the results of this study.
F. Definitions of Key Term 
The definition of key terms is used to avoid misunderstanding. It is divided as follows:

a. Speaking skill refers to students’ skill to express their ideas orally. 

b. Increasing speaking skill achievement refers to the students improvement in speaking skill in terms of their achievement or their proficiency in producing English sentence as indicated in criteria of success.
c. Peer assessment is an assessment of students’ speaking by other students. This is an assessment method which aims to improve the quality of learning speaking of getting feedback from that assessment. 
G. Organization of the Study
To make a good thesis, it needs to be arranged systematically. The organization of the thesis covers the following chapters.
Chapter I. Introduction

It consists of background of the study, formulation of the research problems, research objective, scope and limitation of the study, significance of the study, definitions of key term, and organization of the study. 
Chapter II. Review of Related Literature
It consists of speaking and assessing speaking using peer assessment

Chapter III. Research Method

It consists of research design, setting and subject of the research, and research procedures.
Chapter IV. Findings and Discussion

It consists of research findings and discussion

Chapter V. Conclusion and Suggestion

It consists of conclusion and suggestion.
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