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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

This chapter reviews some theories about teaching vocabulary and media 

for teaching vocabulary. Moreover, the researcher also used some previous related 

studies, which also help much in doing this research. 

 

A. Vocabulary 

1. Definitions of Vocabulary 

In communication, vocabulary is an important component. It is very 

important to support their effort to mastering English. Without vocabulary it is 

impossible to make meaningful sentences in communication. In some literature, 

we found the meaning of vocabulary. There are some definitions of vocabulary. 

Cahyono (2011:202) says that vocabulary is the building block of a language. 

Without sufficient vocabulary, one could not communicate efficiently and 

effectively. According to Kusumaningrum (2011:127) vocabulary is one of the 

language components that need to be mastered when students are learning 

English. 

Based on explanation above, it can be concluded that vocabulary is a 

group of words to be used in communication with others and vocabulary is way 

important in the English learning because through it we will be able to produce 

an understanding of language. Harmer (1991:158) summarizes that knowing a 
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word (vocabulary) means knowing about meaning, word use, word formation 

and word grammar. It means that vocabulary is the knowledge of words and 

words meaning. It is about the words in language used to express of meanings.  

Other definitions, vocabulary is a set of words with the real of meaning 

and the function of words that used by person in field of knowledge. Learning 

vocabulary is very important. With learning vocabulary, we will be mastering 

the four skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing. So, the researcher 

take the conclusion that vocabulary is set of words is had by language for 

the purpose of communication or interaction with other people and those we 

need to master of vocabulary because vocabulary is one of basic element in 

language. Vocabulary is the knowledge of words and word meanings. It is 

about the words in language used to express meaning. Therefore, learning 

vocabulary is a crucial matter in developing their English. 

 

2. The Importance of Vocabulary 

In fact, vocabulary is very important aspects must be mastered to use 

the language well. It is impossible to learn a language without knowing its 

vocabulary and words. Vocabulary is the basic component to help the students 

in mastering language. They will learn the language skill easily if they have 

enough vocabulary. According to Thornbury (2002:13) without grammar very 

little can be conveyed, without vocabulary nothing can be conveyed. It means 

that in language learning, grammar is not sufficient and more importance has to 

be given to vocabulary. Vocabulary is the body of words that make up language 

and vocabulary has importance factor in language teaching learning process 



12 
 

 
 

especially in English. Moreover, without vocabulary and their meaning, both 

written and verbal communication will be poorly understood. 

In education, the students‟ who learn English as foreign language, 

vocabulary mastery is important thing. By mastering of vocabulary they can 

communicate with others, write and translate the meaning of English words. If 

the students‟ who limits in vocabulary, they will not be able to express their 

idea and get difficulty in communicating with others. 

Vocabulary has important role of teaching learning process. There 

are some advantages when students can master the English vocabulary. 

According to Diana mastering English vocabulary (1991) has some 

advantages as follows: 

a. Students‟ will be better improving their reading, writing, speaking and 

listening of vocabulary. 

b. Students‟ will think more clearly. Thoughts are limited by vocabulary. 

c. Students‟ will experience personal growth and greater confidence. 

d. Students‟ will understand other people idea and explanation easily. 

e. Students‟ will gain important survival tolls for the new millennium. 

f.   Students‟ friend will think they are getting very smart. 

It shows that how vocabulary determines on how students learn 

language and their capability to communicate with others in teaching 

learning process. If the students‟ have a little vocabulary, they will be 

unable understand the questions in the text of English. In addition, if the 

learners have a less vocabulary, they cannot have much information or 
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knowledge. Moreover, without the words the learner cannot really 

understand fact or ideas. 

 

3. Types of Vocabulary 

Vocabulary has many classifications in its types. These 

classifications can make the teacher to be easy when they will learn English 

especially about vocabulary. According to Harmer (1991:109) in the 

language test, there are two types of vocabularies. They are active 

vocabulary and passive vocabulary. The writer explains both of them as 

follow: 

a. Active vocabulary 

Active vocabulary refers to items the learner can use appropriately in 

speaking or writing and it is also called as productive vocabulary. In fact, it 

is more difficult to put into practice. Active vocabulary can be active by 

other words, because it has many incoming and outgoing links with other 

words. It means that the students‟ are supposed to understand how to 

pronounce it well and they are also must be able to used grammar of the 

language target. This type used in oral or written expression by the students. 

b. Passive vocabulary 

Passive vocabulary refers to a language items that can be recognized 

and understood in the context of reading or listening and also called as 

receptive vocabulary. Passive vocabulary consists of items which can only 
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be active by external stimuli, since the words comprehended by the people 

when they read and listen. It means that passive vocabulary is vocabulary 

that the students‟ only know but the students‟ rare or never use the words on 

daily communication. Thus, the students recognize and understand them 

they occur in a context or students‟ need someone to say something that 

helps them recall the words meanings. 

For the explanation above, the researcher concludes that the 

productive vocabulary is equal to active vocabulary. However, receptive 

vocabulary is equal to passive vocabulary. Actually, productive and active 

vocabulary or receptive and passive vocabularies are the meanings, but we 

know that every book is different in classifying the types of vocabulary, 

because every people have different ways in showing their opinions. 

In relation to types of vocabulary, Nation (2001:11) states that there 

are four types of vocabulary in the text. They are consists of: 

a. High frequency words.  

There is a small group of high frequency are very important, because 

these words cover a very large proportion of the running words in spoken 

and written texts and occur in all kinds of uses in the language. These words 

are almost 80% of the running words in the text. Thus, the vocabulary 

mastery of people are very much and height. They would be easier to speak 

to the others people and they have many ideas that come out when they are 

writing. 
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b. Academic words.  

The text is from academic textbook and contains many words that 

are common in different kinds of academic text: policy, phase, adjusted, 

sustained. Typically, these words make up about 9% of the running words in 

the text. It means that someone less catch contained of vocabulary in the 

academic words. In sum, academic words are difficult to define, because it 

depends more on what kinds of context when we are talking about. For 

example, spoken academic language differs from written academic language 

(though they also have much in common). 

c. Technical words.  

The text contains some words that are very closely related to the 

topic and subject of the text. These words include indigenous, regeneration, 

pod carp, beech, rimy and timber. These words are reasonably common in 

this topic area but no so common elsewhere. As soon as we see them we 

know that topic is being dealt with. These words make up about 5% of the 

running words in the text. 

d. Low frequency words.  

This group included words like zoned, pioneering and perpetuity, 

aired and pastoral. These are the words of moderate frequency that did not 

manage to get into the high frequency list. They make up over 5% of the 

words in an academic text. These are thousands of them in the language, by 

far the biggest group of words. They consist of the technical words for other 
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subject areas, proper nouns, words that almost got the high-frequency list 

and words that we rarely meet in our used in language. 

 

4. Teaching of Vocabulary 

Teaching of vocabulary is not easy to do. The English teachers be 

better teach English vocabulary first than others aspect of language in 

English, such as speaking, reading, writing and listening. If students‟ know 

more vocabulary, it will be easy for them to learn another aspect of English 

language. According to Cahyono (2011:185) says that in teaching 

vocabulary is not conducted in a correct and interesting manner, the result 

tends to lead the students‟ to memorize the words and this will cause stress 

on the part of the students. It means that the teacher must be creative and 

innovative in teaching learning process. Thus, the students‟ will be fun and 

easily to memorize of the material.  

Teaching vocabulary is a process or a unit of ways to make the 

students learn or acquire vocabulary, which presented by the teachers. 

Vocabulary is a very important area in the students‟ learning because it 

facilitates the development of the four skills: reading, writing, speaking, and 

listening skills. At the same time, the students‟ learn the English language 

little by little. 

Teaching vocabulary is an activity to acquire some new words to 

improve the language. Before teaching of the students, the teacher should 
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consider how to present of vocabulary in the class. The teacher should know 

how much vocabulary to present. According to Thornburry (2002:75) the 

following factors are: 

a. The level of the learners. The teacher to know the level of students‟ 

whether beginner, intermediate and advanced. 

b. The learner‟s likely familiarity with the words. The learners have known 

the words before even though the word not part of their active 

vocabulary. 

c. The difficulty of items. The teacher to know whether the words difficult 

to pronounce or difficult to find the real meaning for the students. 

d. Their teach ability. The teacher to know whether easy to explain the 

words. 

e. Items are being learned for production or for recognition only. The 

teacher to know whether the words for speaking and writing or listening 

and reading only. 

Based on the above, the teacher had better consider that vocabulary 

item can be learned in context. Then, the teacher may use other different 

sources if it is necessary. 

Harmer (1991:155) states that gives the wide explanation about 

some technique for teaching vocabulary that is summarized as follows: 
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a. Demonstration. The teacher demonstrates the language where he or she 

wants the students to study by offering them there is in action. 

b. Explanation. The teacher explains the construction of language in 

diagram, using textbook, using board or OHP. 

c. Discovery. The students can be encouraged to understand new language 

form by discovering them in a test or by looking at grammatical evidence 

in order to work out a grammar rules. 

d. Check Question. The teacher can check question to see if students have 

understood the meaning and use in the text or paragraph. 

e. Presentation. The teacher shows the things and does not present words to 

students, for example, picture, video and also use the mime, action, and 

gesture to present of the words. 

 

5. The Principle of Teaching Vocabulary 

According to (Nation, 2001: 625) there are three principle of 

teaching vocabulary, this principles are as follow:  

a. Content and sequencing. Content and sequencing is what vocabulary is 

focused on and how it is divided into stages. 

b. Format and presentation  

Format and presentation is how the vocabulary is taught and learned. 

This is the most visible aspects of course design and involves the general 

approach to vocabulary teaching, the selection of the teaching and 

learning techniques, and their arrangement into a lesson plan.  
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c. Monitoring and assessment  

Monitoring and assessment is how learning is measured. The function of 

monitoring and assessments are test learners to see what vocabulary they 

need to focus on, use monitoring and assessment to keep learners 

motivated, Encourage and help the learners to reflect on their learning.  

 

6. Testing Vocabulary 

A good knowledge of English vocabulary is important for everyone 

who wants to use of language, so knowledge of vocabulary is often tested. 

The purpose of vocabulary testing is to measure the comprehension used of 

the words. Isnawati (2014: 48) mentions that testing vocabulary is equal to 

the testing of vocabulary. The following techniques are suggested only for 

possible use in achievement test, they are: 

a. Pictures 

The use of picture can limit the students to lexical items that we have 

in mind. Some pictures are provided and the students are required to write 

down the names of the object. This method of testing vocabulary is 

obviously restricted to concrete nouns which can be drawn. 

b. Definition  

This may work for a range of lexical items. The following is an 

example of such test.  
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A………. is a person who looks after our teeth. 

………… is frozen water. 

………… is the second month of the year. 

 But not all items can be identified using a definition. Not can all 

words be defined entirely in words more common or simpler than 

themselves. 

c. Gap filling 

This can take the form of one or more sentences with a single 

word missing. 

Because of the snow, the football match was ………. Until the 

following week.  

I …….. to have to tell you this, Mrs. Jones, but your husband has 

had an accident. 

To avoid various answers, the first letter of the word or even the 

indication of the number of letters can be given. 

In vocabulary, the teacher must know how to improve students‟ 

vocabulary in the learning process. There are many ways to improve the 

vocabulary of students‟ one of them is by using game. It is because game 

makes the students fun and enjoy in interacting each other‟s. 
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B. Game  

1. Definition of Game 

In styles of learning, the use of games in the classroom can be 

effective tool. Because using games are usually related with competition to 

win and enjoyment to experience. There are many definitions of game. One 

of the definitions is from Allen (1983: 52) that says games are helpful 

because they can make students feel that certain words are important and 

necessary, because without those words, the object of the game cannot be 

achieved. It means that, games can bring the way of thinking about material 

in teaching and learning process. To teach students‟ vocabulary by using 

games is suggested because games will help the students relaxing and 

enjoyable in learning. 

Further, Hadfield (2008:4) mentions that a game is an activity with 

rules, a goal and an element of fun. It means that game consists of certain 

role for players. This role has to clear goals and activity in teaching 

learning process. Game can be used at many levels, from the beginners 

until advanced students. So, everybody likes games because games are 

challenging and to motivate students‟ to play the game while learning 

process. 

Based on the definition above, games are part of activity in 

learning process. Teaching learning process can be affective by using 

games. That is why, because the students to be easier the catch of material 

and the students are having fun. It means that the learning for the students 
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easily. Another reason why games are often used in classes is that they 

lower students stressing in the classroom. Therefore, the researcher 

believes that game is effective to apply in vocabulary class to help the 

students‟ in vocabulary achievement. 

 

2. Types of Game 

A game has classification in types. According to Brewster 

(2010:175) there are two types of games: 

a. Accuracy-focused games 

In these games the aim is usually to score more points than others 

and there is often a clear „winner‟. This type of games may focus on 

comprehension as well as production and these games are also very good at 

training pupils‟ memories. 

b. Fluency-focused games 

This type of game tends to focus on developing fluency and 

collaboration with others. These games are an important part of the 

communicative and activity based-approaches and are usually done in pairs 

of groups.  

For the types of games above, the most important of all that game 

can function as a way to be easier students to catch the materials. 

 

3. Advantages of Using Games in Teaching Vocabulary 

Game can help and encourage the students to sustain their interest 

and work. The students‟ feel enjoy in learning process with the game. 
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Cahyono (2011:41) mentions that using games in language class gives many 

advantages. First, games make the class fun. Second, playing a game has a 

purpose to it, an outcome. Furthermore, students get to use the language all 

the time during the games. As stated above, games make learning more fun 

the class and the students want to know and learn more by using games. 

Therefore, using games will give the opportunity for the students to do 

repetitive activity in a fun way. 

Brewster (2010:173) mentions that game also has others advantages 

for the students. It can help the students to be more understood about their 

study materials, they are: 

1. It encourages the memorization of chunks of language which can be 

slotted into various contexts. 

2. Chunking of language provides useful pronunciation practice (as long 

as a good model has been provided). 

3. The language needed for games may be used as part of an activity 

where the focus is on getting something done, rather than practicing 

language for its own sake. 

4. Language may be practiced together with a wider educational or 

conceptual goal. 

5. The language in a game may encourage more creative use language in 

addition to simple repetition. 

6. The pupils may be involved in informal language analysis and noticing 

of language items or rules through problem-solving and puzzles. 
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7. Games help to make learning more memorable and accessible by using 

as many approaches as possible, such as mime and movement, use of 

color and patterns or personalization. 

In order to, the games has many function and it can gives some 

motivation to the students to learn more and games also should need to be 

tried and need in learning process. 

Therefore, there are many games which are appropriate for used 

with the collections of vocabulary items. The games can be applied to help 

the students‟ to enrich their vocabulary well. One of items games to 

improve vocabulary students‟ is by using crossword puzzle game. 

 

C. Crossword Puzzle 

1. Definitions of Crossword Puzzle 

Crossword puzzle can be used in teaching learning process. It is 

helpful for the students‟ to master vocabulary because this game played 

using words. In Oxford Learner‟s dictionary (2000:103) crossword is puzzle 

in which words have to be guessed from clues and written in spaces in a 

grid. A crossword is a word puzzle that normally takes the form of a square 

or rectangular grid of white and shaded squares.  

In the definition above shows that crossword puzzle is a game. 

Crossword puzzle is a game that you have to think about carefully which 

is consist of words that written in space in a grid. So, in teaching learning 
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process, it can be a game which helps the students in improving 

vocabulary.  

Tarigan (2011:229) said that crossword puzzle is a kind of a play 

on words by filling in the empty boxes as an answer to the question or 

question specified in the crossword puzzle. It means that by using 

crossword puzzle can make the students more focused in learning and the 

game can be used teaching learning a language. The students will use their 

logic to fill in the empty boxes by using crossword puzzle game.   

 

2. The Kinds of Crossword Puzzle 

There are many kinds of game. One of which is a crossword puzzle 

game. In teaching vocabulary by using crossword puzzle, there is some 

kinds of crossword puzzles which can be done the students, they are: 

(http://www.crossword.com) 

a. Oral crossword. 

The oral crossword is the crossword which is the clue is given orally 

by the teacher, and the students‟ just get the blank crossword. Only give the 

students the puzzle with no clues what so ever. Give the clues orally. In a 

foreign language class, this can be an excellent listening activity. Students 

tell to fill in what they can and then repeat the clues once more at the end. 

b. Picture crossword 

Picture crossword is the crossword which is the clue consist‟ of 

picture. Only give the students the puzzle with no clues. For each clue, hold 
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up a picture. This works especially well with a unit that involves a lot of 

new vocabulary. 

c. Object crossword 

The object crossword is the crossword in which the clue is written 

on the object. Only give students the blank puzzle with no clues. Place the 

items around the room, each labeled with their clue number. Have students 

rotated around the room to difference stations, allow them to pick up the 

objects as they complete the puzzle. This tactile version of the puzzle is 

great for those students who are hands-on learners. This type of puzzle 

works well for units with a lot of vocabulary. 

 

3. The advantages of Crossword Puzzle 

Wahyuningsih (2009) states that many advantages of crossword 

puzzle games as a method of vocabulary instruction. First, learners get to 

enjoy learning the target language because they are involved in their own 

learning. Crossword puzzle can also help learners gain interest and reduce 

boredom in learning by giving an alternative of varying teaching techniques 

and by helping learners see English as a learnable instead of a difficult 

subject. Second, the crossword puzzle offers a challenge that will motivate 

the students to try to fulfill the puzzle. It gives much opportunity to the 

students to practice and repeat the sentence pattern and vocabulary. The 

students find it fun, feel relaxed, enjoy participating in the learning activity 

and they memorize the vocabulary in different ways that is by rewriting 
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them. This is meaningful and helpful in learning a language and it can 

encourage all of the students to participate in learning process. 

 

4. How to Do a Crossword Puzzle  

Materials of crossword puzzles game consists of: almanacs, atlases 

and maps, crossword dictionary, pencil and eraser. The instructions how to 

do crossword puzzles:  

a. Use a pencil so that you can erase mistakes easily.  

b. Fill in obvious answers, both across and down. 

c. Look at across questions and down questions again to see if anything 

new pops up - an easy answer you didn't notice before or one that has 

now become clear because of the letters that are filled in. 

d. Look for multiples in clues, such as 'friends.' Put an S in the last position, 

which may help you figure out adjacent words. 

e. Pay attention to clues in the past tense. Try putting ED in the last two 

positions. (This doesn't always work, however.) 

f.   Familiarize yourself with frequently used - and often obscure - little 

words that crossword assemblers need to fill in niches here and there. 

g. If you're completely stumped, put the puzzle down for a while and try 

again later. Or look at the clue another way - for example, maybe 

'Getting to first base' refers to romance rather than baseball. 
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5. Tip Warnings of Using Crossword Puzzle 

There are some tips and warning in how to do crossword puzzles. 

The first, if the clue contains an abbreviation, then the answer is also an 

abbreviation. The second, a question mark at the end of a clue means the 

answer is somehow sneaky or a pun. For example, one New York Times 

puzzle creator, Manny Nosowsky, gave 'Where a person uses an ID to get 

mail?' as a clue to the answer 'Idaho.' The third, the highly esteemed New 

York Times puzzles are easiest on Monday and get progressively harder 

throughout the week, with a larger puzzle on Sunday. The last for tips and 

warning, helpful aids include a crossword dictionary, an atlas and an 

almanac (eHow Contributor, 1999-2011). 

 

6. How to Make Crossword Puzzle 

a. Clueless or 'Word'less? 

First things first, decide on the words you want in the crossword. It 

could be anything from 'Rat' to a 'Aphrodisiac' or 'Xenophobia'. Decide the 

word and the corresponding clue for it. Determining the words would help 

you in anticipating the size of the crossword. Or if you decide the size first, 

then you would need to limit the words. Make a word file of the clues and 

words. 
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b. Word Business 

Well, after you do get the words and clues in order, then if you do 

not want to make a grid and intersect 2 words and overlap the letters, then 

there are websites where you can log on and get your crossword made. Just 

specify the formatting style- colors, font and so on and you are done! If you 

do not want to use these, then the following steps would tell you what to 

do. This is the easiest way for making crossword puzzles. 

c. 'Grid' and Bear It 

Create a grid, which will be of equal sized-squares, big enough to 

accommodate a letter. Have 2 different colors for across and down words. 

Or you can even take a graph paper. It will definitely have squares big 

enough to fit letters. This is a very important step regarding how to make 

your own word search puzzle. 

d. Intersection, The Word 

Once you zero in upon the word and clues, look out where can you 

overlap and intersect them in the maze of across and down. Longer words 

with multiple intersecting letters makes your work easier. Thus, check that 

out while making your own crossword puzzles. 

e. Grid, Again 

The grid is done, the words are decided and intersections are also 

chalked out. Now what we need to do is to lay out the answers in the grid. 



30 
 

 
 

Of course, you would need to use vertical and horizontal patterns. See if all 

the words are fitting snugly with each other in the crossword. If an answer 

is not overlapping with the other, you might need to add questions with 

answers that would smoothly go in with the others. Keep it simple and 

avoid getting too flustered about the design. This is the key to make your 

own crossword puzzle. 

f. Numbers and Words 

Number the words - start with the topmost cell on the left in the 

grid, as it will be the number 1. The next grid cell which will begin the 

word will be the number 2. If you want you can also color the extra squares 

in the grid. This way the person solving the puzzle would know that he or 

she need not worry about those squares. When you make a crossword 

puzzle for the first time, keep it simple. 

g. Answers 

You also have to give answers at the end, so make sure you give the 

correct answer corresponding to the correct number. Otherwise it will be a 

complete mess. Hence, make sure you get the answers and their word grid 

numbers right. How to make crossword puzzle wasn't that tough, right? On 

the internet you might find variations of crossword puzzle games like how 

to make math crossword puzzles. The only thing to remember here is that 

when you make a crossword puzzle for the first time, keep it simple. Be it 

on the Internet software or when you make your own crossword puzzle. 
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Finally, enjoy with words! Do not forget that! I hope you get your words' 

worth while doing this (Medha Godbole,January,2010). 

In teaching learning process using crossword puzzle, the students 

can be more interested in their learning. When the students are interested in 

learning, they will give more attention to the lesson. That condition gives a 

good chance for both the teacher and the students to practice a better 

teaching and learning process. On a certain occasion, the teacher can 

deliver the material very well and the students can understand what they 

have learned on that day. Using crossword puzzle in teaching learning 

process does not require the teacher to explain too many materials. The 

teacher just explains the materials and plays the game and then the students 

can follow the teaching process. Crossword puzzle used as a teaching 

technique for teaching vocabulary is very effective and more interesting 

because the students will memorize the vocabulary more easily. The 

students might enjoy the game very much. 

According to Soeparno (1998:72), steps of teaching vocabulary 

using crossword puzzle are as follows: 

1. The teacher explains the rules of the game 

2. The students are divided into several groups and each group consists 

of four or five persons 

3. Each group gets a crossword puzzle frame which is completed with 

questions 

4. Students work the crossword puzzle with their group members 
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5. The fastest group finishes the crossword puzzle without an error is 

declared the winner 

 

D. Previous Studies 

There are some researches previously held by some researchers related to 

this research. Here some previous studies from the strategies to increase students‟ 

vocabulary. The first is by Asyfa (2013) from IAIN Tulungagung, Entitled “The 

effectiveness of using crossword puzzle media toward students‟ vocabulary 

mastery in MTs Miftahul Falaah Manisrenggo Kediri at the first grade Academic 

Years 2012-2013”. In her research she implemented teaching vocabulary through 

crossword puzzle in the first grade of junior high school. She aimed to offer an 

alternative media in teaching vocabulary by using crossword puzzle. Her 

discussion focused on what crossword puzzles are appropriate to be used and how 

they can be used in teaching vocabulary through crossword puzzle.  

Now, the researchers compare and contrast between to the present research 

and the previous ones. Researcher tries to compare this research with some 

previous study. In this research, she uses experimental research as the method 

with pre-experimental research as the research design. To obtain the data she used 

test that consist of 30 questions in pre-test and post-test with one group design. In 

previous research by Asyifa, she uses experimental research with pre-

experimental research. The sample was using in pre-experimental research is one 

group class and she used test that consist of 100 questions in pre-test and post-test. 

Thus, the result of the research shows that the pre experimental class (the 
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students‟ who are taught using crossword puzzle game) was 7.429. The critical 

value on t- table using 5% (0.05) alpha level of significance and 17 degree of freedom 

which was 2.110. Since the obtained t- value was higher than the critical value on the 

table (7.429 > 2.110), the difference was statistically significant. The result is we 

reject the null hypothesis. It means that there was significant different between score 

of pre-test and post -test. The result of the research is crossword puzzle media can 

be one of reference media to teach English because those media can grow up the 

students‟ interest and motivation. 

The second is by Rosnelly (2010) from Islamic University of Riau 

Pekanbaru, Entitled “The use of crossword puzzle technique to improve students‟ 

vocabulary of the fifth year students at SDN 015 Rumbai Pekanbaru in Academic 

Year 2009-2010”. In this research, researcher used experimental design two 

group, 25 students for experimental group and 25 students for control group. 

Thus, researcher takes this sample by using cluster sampling technique. She 

offered an alternative technique in improving vocabulary students‟ of elementary 

and her discussion focused to find out the improvement of teaching English by 

using crossword puzzle to improve students‟ vocabulary mastery while having fun 

without releasing it. She use crossword puzzle test as the research instrument 

which consist of 40 items, they are provided from four topics based on the 

curriculum competence. The research got conclusion that the increase of the 

percentage means score of experimental group was higher than the control group. 

It was 28 >12.1 where the increase 15.9%. The standard deviation of experimental 

group was higher than control group, it was 1.74 > 1.51 where the increase was 
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0.23%. The last, variance of experimental group was also higher than control 

group, it was 46.71 > 32.84 where increase up to 13.87%. Thus, the contribution 

crossword puzzle technique in teaching vocabulary is accepted. The result from 

this research is can be said the teaching English by using crossword puzzle 

technique improve students‟ vocabulary, can be motivate and understand some 

new vocabulary.  

And the last is by Tambun (2014) from Bandar Lampung University, 

Entitled “The influence of using crossword puzzle toward the students‟ 

vocabulary mastery in SMP PGRI 6 Bandar Lampung at the seven grades 

Academic Year 2013-2014”. In her research she used crossword puzzle as 

technique to teach English vocabulary. In this research, data collection was 

conducted through two pre-tests and two post-tests for experimental group and 

control group. Treatment using crossword puzzle was administered for 

experimental group and traditional teaching was applied for the control group. 

This research used cluster sampling technique and chose the cluster sampling 

technique because it is applicative in this type of sampling technique. In this 

sampling technique a researcher used simple one-stage cluster sampling. Simple 

one-stage cluster sampling is a simple type of cluster sampling technique. In 

simple one-stage cluster sampling, the researcher listed all the clusters in the 

population, and from the list, the writer selected the cluster. All units or elements 

in the sampled cluster are selected to be the research sample. In this research, the 

researcher listed all the classes in the population. From the list, the researcher 

selected one class as experimental group, and one class again as a control group. It 
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consisted of 40 students. All students in this class were the sample of this 

research. She intended to offer an alternative in teaching English vocabulary to the 

seven grades of students of junior high school. Her discussion focused on the 

influence of using crossword puzzles can improve students‟ vocabulary or not. 

Result indicated that p-value 1%= 2.64.5%= 1.99 and t-value= 7.620. It meant 

that the result was statistically significant because p-value was smaller than t-

value. Therefore, null hypothesis (Ho) was rejected and alternative hypothesis 

(Ha) was accepted. The result from this study is the application of using 

crossword puzzle can influence toward the students‟ vocabulary mastery. 

Based on the some previous studies above, especially crossword puzzle, in 

learning English vocabulary, The researcher conducts the crossword puzzle game 

in teaching vocabulary by using experimental research design with quantitative 

approach, and describe the effectiveness of using crossword puzzle to improve 

student‟s vocabulary at first grade of students in SMPN 2 Sumbergempol by 

comparing between the students‟ scores before being taught using crossword 

puzzle and after being taught using crossword puzzle and using pre-test post- test 

instrument of collecting data with 30 questions. The researcher concluded that this 

study still significant and important to conduct in different place, school level and 

population.  

 

 

  


