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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

Introduction constitutes the first chapter of the thesis which deals with the research background, formulation of research problem, research objective, research hypothesis, research significance, research scope and limitation, and definition of key terms.
A. Research Background

Language as a means of communication plays an important role in human life. Language and human beings cannot be separated. Human life perspicuity can run well because they use language to communicate something one another. Through the language, people gain a better insight into human relations. They use the language to express their ideas and thoughts. Meanwhile language itself can survive and develop because people use it and teach to other people. Whoever, whenever and wherever they are, language always accompanies them.

English has important role in the world because English is an international language. International affairs such as education, economic, sport, science, medicine, and security, always involve English as the medium. 
For Indonesia, English is a foreign language. With this position, it does not have social function as wide as a second language. English is not used for daily communication. In academic field it is taught as a subject matter. That is why most of the students are less motivated in learning English. They consider that they study English in order to pass the examination because English is one of the examined subjects.
 Murdibjono (1999: 2) explained that “English is also considered as a tool for absorbing and evolving science and technology also culture for national advance”. Because of that statement, actually it is very important for Indonesian people to learn English in order to this country will be able to compete with other countries in the world in the field of education, science, technology, culture, etc.

The process and the way that we go through in learning and using the target language usually take hard effort especially in learning English language. This is because English is different from a mother language. The differences can be in the rules of the sounds system (phonology), the word formation (morphology), the word structures (syntax), the words’ meaning (semantic), and the social context (sociolinguistic). These differences can cause problems in learning English. 

Learning a language means learning its vocabularies. Vocabulary can be defined as more than lists of target language words (David, 1999: 101). According to Penny (1991: 60), vocabulary can be defined, roughly as the words we teach in the foreign language. A good vocabulary is a vital part of effective communication. A command of many words makes you better writer, speaker, listener, and reader. Studies have shown that students with a strong vocabulary and student who work to improve a limited vocabulary are more successful in school. And one research found that a good vocabulary, more than any other factor, was common to people enjoying successful careers (Nunan, 1999: 101). We use the vocabularies in communication either in spoken form or written form. We try to send messages, share information and ideas by using the language. In general, no language acquisition is possible without understanding the vocabulary, either in the first or the second language.

Students often find difficulties in using a foreign language because they lack of vocabularies and they often forget easily new vocabularies after they get the meaning from dictionary. Sometimes in speaking classes, students can not speak fluently because they lack of vocabularies. They say only a few sentences because they can not find the appropriate vocabularies to be used in expressing their ideas. The same problem is found in writing classes that students can not write essays easily because they lack of vocabularies. Even though they have already learned the strategies or techniques in writing essays, still they find difficulties in constructing sentences. They find difficulties in choosing and using the appropriate vocabularies.

Proponents of comprehension –based approach in language acquisition argue that the early development of an extensive vocabulary can enable learners to “outperform their competence.” In other words, if one has an extensive vocabulary, it is possible to obtain meaning from spoken and written texts, even though one does not know the grammatical structures in which the text are encoded (Nunan, 1999: 103)

 As we all know, to teach vocabulary is a hard doing. We need to build a better strategy to make it more and more interesting to learn. Students will easily get bored and sleepy to learn it so the teachers have to use the creative strategy to make a positive atmosphere in the classroom.

In creating good atmosphere, the teacher can use many kinds of media. Song can also be used in the adult English as a foreign language (EFL) classroom to create a learning environment; to build listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing skills; to increase vocabulary; and to expand cultural knowledge. It is related to the fact that students consider song more for entertainment than study, so when they are listening to English song, they do not aware that they also studying English.

Based on the background above, the researcher is interested in searching the correlation between students’ interest in listening English song and their vocabulary mastery. This research is done for the intention of exploring how significant the interest in listening English song and the vocabulary mastery of the students. Accordingly, the research is entitled: 
“A Correlative Study between Students’ Interest in Listening English Songs and Vocabulary Mastery of the Students of XI IPA 2 at MAN Trenggalek”
B. Formulation of Research Problem

Based on the background of the study, the problem of the study is formulated as follow:

Is there any correlation between students’ interest in listening English songs and vocabulary mastery of the students of XI IPA 2 at MAN Trenggalek?

C. Research Objective

Based on the research problem, the study is intended to investigate the correlation between students’ interest in listening English songs and vocabulary mastery of the students of XI IPA 2 at MAN Trenggalek 
D. Hypothesis Formulation

From the problem the writer has stated above, the writer submits the hypothesis as follow:
· Alternative hypothesis 

There is correlation between students’ interest in listening English song and their vocabulary mastery in the XI IPA 2 of MAN Trenggalek in academic 2011/2012
· Null hypothesis (H0)
There is no correlation between students’ interest in listening English song and their vocabulary mastery in the XI IPA 2 of MAN Trenggalek in academic 2011/2012
E. The Significance of the Study

1. Theoretically

The researcher hopes that the result of the study will be able to proof that there is correlation between interest in listening English songs and vocabulary mastery. 
2. Practically
The writer also expects that the result of this study will give some contributions to:

a. The students of English Department in STAIN Tulungagung
This research can enrich the students’ knowledge that they can use song, especially English song to improve their vocabulary mastery. Also, they know the advantages of listening English song and as a motivation for them to improve their vocabulary mastery.

b. The English teachers

The teachers know the level of the students’ mastery in vocabulary. Furthermore, the result can become a foundation and inspiration for the teacher in determining the strategy of teaching English especially teaching vocabulary by using English song. Also, it can be as the important information that song as one of authentic materials also can be used to improve the students’ vocabulary mastery.

c. The writer
The writer can enrich her method of teaching vocabulary because it will give some knowledge about song as media of teaching vocabulary to the writer. Therefore, the researcher knows the benefit of listening English song to improve vocabulary mastery and it can be applied in the future teaching.

F. Research Scope and Limitation

This study focuses on the study about correlation between interest in listening English songs and English vocabulary mastery of the students of MAN Trenggalek.
In this research, the writer can not take all of the students in MAN Trenggalek because we have limited time to do research. Besides, it is impossible to take all the population in that school because those are not researcher’s class so we feel reluctant to do research to all of the students there. Finally, the researcher decides to take one class that is international class, XI IPA 2

G. Definition of Key Terms

In this part, there is some explanation from the title mentioned in the previous items. The title “A Correlative Study between Students’ Interest in Listening English Songs and Vocabulary Mastery of The Students of XI IPA 2 at MAN Trenggalek”

The definitions of key terms are as follow:

1. Correlative study
In general, a correlative study is a quantitative method of research in which there are 2 or more quantitative variables from the same group of subjects, & the researcher is trying to determine if there is a relationship (or co variation) between the 2 variables (a similarity between them, not a difference between their means). Correlative study in this research is a study about the correlation between students’ interest in English song and vocabulary mastery.

2. Interest

Slameto (2003: 57) explains that “interest is persisting tendency to pay attention to and enjoy some activity or content. Interest in this research is listening English song.

3. English song

An English song is a set of beautiful English word which composed together with special sound (music) which produces certain voice that is nice to hear. Song, here is every kinds of English song which is usually listened by the students.
4. Vocabulary mastery
Vocabulary mastery is great skillfulness and knowledge of vocabulary. Here, vocabulary mastery is the vocabulary mastery of the second year students of IPA 2 at MAN Trenggalek.
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