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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

This chapter discusses some points including background of the study, formulation of the research problem, purpose of the study, significance of the study, scopes and limitation of the study, and definition of the key terms.
A. Background of The Study
English is one of international languages used to communicate among nations in the world. As an international language, English is learned by many people especially education world from Kinder Garten until University. 

Now, we are in modern era or we attend to globalization era. All things in our surround use English for certain meaning. Some, but not all of reading is for specific purpose to find out some specific piece of information. 
One major difference between the way comprehension used to be practiced and how it is practiced now days is that we now commonly state a clear reason why a passage should be read too; it is purposeful comprehension.
 
  All written language that we know has the meaning. After reading of written language, we need to comprehend for understanding that meaning or certain information that we want to know.

As one of language skills, reading is not less important than other language skill, listening, speaking, and writing. Reading comprehension skill shows the ability of some one when he or she uses it in daily situation. It means that he or she masters and understands reading comprehension skill well. At the same time, specific reading comprehension tasks must be mastered in the context of specific subject matter. Learning discipline specific vocabulary words, text structures, methods, and perspectives involves acquiring both content knowledge and reading skills simultaneously.  

The students must be motivated to be a good reader  meaning that they are not only good in reading, but also well in understanding the meaning. And the problem nowadays in student’s environment is that they do not have the motivation to read, because they feel that the reading material is difficult to understand. That factor makes students uninteresting with reading text. 

We know that we get many kinds of knowledge by reading. How can we improve our life if the young generations as like students are there is no motivation to read?. Mean while that the changing the world is can not be true without active participation of young generation. And our young generations will have good and high power in their ability if they want to improve their ability by reading all things in their surrounding.

In another line, understanding how to improve reading comprehension outcomes is not just for students who are failing in the later grades, but for all students who are failing increasing academic challenges. Teachers often assume that students will learn to comprehend merely by reading. Although some will, many others will not. Teaching students to comprehend is challenging because reading is complex. 

Students who are good comprehends use strategies in reading to learn new concepts, get deeply involved in what they are reading, critically evaluate what they read, and apply their new knowledge to solve practical as well as intellectual problems. But many students fail at doing these things.

Because of these problem or difficulties in comprehend the reading material, so as a teachers education, as a form of service industry, is in the business not of mass-producing machines (in this case human) but of creating added value. All language teacher education, Davies reminds us, is about empowerment making students powerful through their knowledge about language through their proficiency in the language they need. 
Neither knowledge about nor proficiency can be fully developed without an adequate grasp of the social dimension, and language teacher education without this dimension would be naïve and unhelpful.
 

There are methods of teaching, and best method is one that achieves the instructional objctive and suits learner`s characteristics. In this regard, effective teaching is defined as that which is in accord with established principles and which promotes student learning and enhances the cognitive, personal and social development of students.
And the researcher is interesting in conducting the research in MTs. AL HUDA Bandung Tulungagung especially in class VII A students because that is fullday class for acseleration program. So the students who can join the acseleration program must pass the selection with the test for cognitive and psycology test given. And English is one of lesson that be tested. The problems that the most of them still confused when they are studying English is especially in reading comprehension class. 

So, to over come the difficulties of students in comprehend the reading text, here the researcher want to practice the Directed Reading-Thinking Activity in order they can understand the reading text well. This strategy encourages students to use prediction both before and during reading with specifically formulated purposed.
B. Formulation of The Research Problem

Based on the background of the study, the main problem of the present study is formulated as follows:
“How can Directed Reading-Thinking Activity (DR-TA) technique improve the students’ ability in reading comprehension at seventh grade of MTs. AL HUDA Bandung Tulungagung?
C. Purpose of The Study

Regarding the statement of the problem, the purpose of  the study is to describe:

“To know The Directed Reading-Thinking Activity (DR-TA) technique improves the students` ability in reading comprehension at seventh grade of MTs. AL HUDA Bandung Tulungagung”.

D. Significance of The Research

The writer quality wishes this teaching and learning strategy by using DR-TA can give input to the teacher, students, readers, and other researchers.

1. For the Teacher

It can give motivation the English teacher to teach the students by using easier strategy especially at reading comprehension class. Furthermore the teacher can develop the teaching strategy this is interesting and enjoyable.
2. For the Readers

To give information and an easy strategy of teaching English in reading skill.
3. For other Researchers

This teaching method is hopefully able to give inputs for them who want to conduct a developmental research on the topic of improving reading comprehension skill by using DR-TA.

E. Scopes and Limitation of The Study

The study focuses on the implementation of the DR-TA technique for teaching Reading comprehension in a small group discussion and pairs. The technique will be implemented to VII A of MTs. AL HUDA Bandung Tulungagung in academic year 2009/2010. The materials taught to the students are taken from instructional books and other relevant sources.  The improvement is indicated in the form of the students` mean scores obtained from the Reading Comprehension Ability test given. 

F. Definition of Key Terms

1. Improve

It means become or make better.

2. Reading Comprehension

Reading comprehension is the process of simultaneously extracting and constructing meaning through interaction and involvement with written language. It consists of three elements: the reader, the text, and the activity or purpose for reading. 

3. Ability is skill or power.

4. Directed reading-Thinking activity (DR-TA)

Directed reading-Thinking activity (DR-TA) is the strategies of reading      comprehension which encourage active involvement with the reading material by having students generate hypotheses about the material and then checking the accuracy of their prediction.
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