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CHAPTER III
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
This chapter, the writer discusses the methodology used in conducting this research. It is divided into six paths, namely research design, research setting and subject of the study, data collection, data analysis and research procedures. The research procedures cover planning, acting observing and reflecting implemented in the first and second cycles.
3.1 Research Design
The design of this research was a classroom action research (CAR). It used qualitative approach to investigate teaching and learning process in classroom, it was design to improve teaching and learning process in the classroom. Water Adam (2004), states that action research is a practical way for individuals to explore the nature of their practice and improve it. It can be said that action research is “learning by doing” action a group of people or researcher identifies a problem does something to resolve it, sees how successful the efforts which have been meet, and if the result is not satisfying, that group or that person will try again to effort in the next action.
In conducting the classroom action research, this study followed the design of Kemmis and Mc. Taggart’s model, in which each cycle consist of four steps. They are planning, acting, implementing, observing, and reflection. The four main steps were preceded by reconnaissance (or preliminary study), analysis and identification of problem as shown in figure 3.1 as follows:











Figure 3.1 The Procedure of Classroom Action Research
(Adapted from Kemmis and Mc. Taggart’s model)
In accordance to the research design, this study was implemented in cycles. In the cycle 1, the first step was preliminary study. The second step was planning, after the planning of the action, the next step was implementation, the researcher acted as the practical and the observer. The writer observed how the researcher implemented the descriptive text.

The strategy done by the researcher included the activities in introducing new words from the descriptive text to the class. In the last step that is reflection. If cycle 1 did not meet the criteria of success, the action plan would be revised and then the cycle 2 would be implemented. If the action shows positive result, it means that the result meets the criteria of success then the action was stopped.
3.2 Setting and Subject of the Study
This Classroom Action Research (CAR) was conducted at SMP Negeri 1 Gondang in the academic year of 2010/2011. This school had 25 classes such as : nine classes for the seventh grade, namely VII A, VII B, VII C, VII D, VII E, VII H, and VII I, eight classes for the eight grade and eight classes for the ninth grade. There were about 40 students in each class, and the total number of the students of the whole school was 1000 students. English was taught twice a week. The time allocated was 2x40 minutes in each meeting.
This study was conducted the first year students of SMP Negeri 1 Gondang especially class seven offering F. There were 38 student, 20 boys and 18 girls. This class was taken as the setting of the study because the students’ vocabulary mastery was low, less motivation and participation and they were not interested in teaching and learning process.
3.3 Preliminary Study

Preliminary study is important to be done to define the real problems in vocabulary learning. It was done before the researcher began the action research during the teachers teaching to see what problem really existed during vocabulary teaching and learning process and whether they prevented the students from learning vocabulary. It was done in the VII-F class at SMP Negeri 1 Gondang, Tulungagung on January 5th and 6th  2011.

By observing the students’ behavior, the researcher found the attitudes of the students toward the learning of English, especially to vocabulary. The result of the preliminary study shows that mastery of English vocabulary was not as the researcher expected. It was known by the researcher when at the first time came into the class and saw the teaching and learning process. The teacher gave the students some vocabulary tasks to do from the text book and discussed the answer afterwards. Only few of them could finish the tasks and find the right answer. Besides not match word explored in the classroom activities.
3.4 Research Procedures
Before the researcher conducting the research in the class, the researcher asked permission to the headmaster of SMP Negeri 1 Gondang Tulungagung for conducting the research in the school. After getting permission, the researcher interviewed one of English teacher of MTS Darussalam Aryojeding to know the problem faced by teacher in English teaching and learning process especially teaching in vocabulary. From the interviewed the researcher concluded the point that the students difficult in memorizing some new vocabularies. 
From the fact above, the researcher would implement the descriptive text to improve the students’ vocabulary mastery. With the descriptive text, it would make easier the students to memorize new vocabularies.

3.2.2. Cycle 1

The researcher presented the materials using descriptive text that were appropriate for the material presented in the local content curriculum. She also made a lesson plan for each meeting to guide the teaching learning process

In the first cycle, there were two meetings. In the first meeting the students were taught using descriptive text. Then in the second meeting the students was given a review and a test to measure their achievement.
The following are the phases in cycle 1:
3.2.2.1. Planning


Before conducting the action, observation was done to find out the condition of the student performance an English teaching learning process.


Based on the identification the real problem in students’ vocabulary mastery, the researcher found out that the students lacked interest in learning English and difficult to memorize some new words.

The materials were taken from the local content curriculum and the researcher made some appropriate descriptive text for each topic.


The instructional material were as follows:

· Topics
· Meeting 1
: Describing Person

· Meeting 2
: giving test

· Instructional Media

· Descriptive Text
· The Instrument of Observation

· Teacher’s journal
· Test

3.2.2.2. Acting

In the action phase, the researcher delivered the new materials by using the descriptive text to teach the students of the seventh year especially VII-A class. Cycle 1 consisted of two meetings. In the first meeting, the students were taught using descriptive text and the second meeting the students were given a review and test 1 to measure their achievement. The action was done on January 18th and 22th  2011.

3.2.2.3. Observing

Observing was done during teaching learning process. The researcher took notes in the teacher’s journal to record the teaching learning activities and the students’ responses, especially the students’ interest. While the result of the exercises and test I were recorded to know the students’ achievement.

3.2.2.4. Reflecting


The reflection is very important for the enhancements of the second cycle if it is possible. In this research, the researcher found the problems that some of the students difficult to understand and to memorize some new word that they have gotten from the descriptive text.

The result of the observation indicated the progress in teaching learning process and the weakness found in the first cycle. So the second cycle should be conducted to gain better result of the students’ vocabulary mastery. It’s also useful to handle the weakness of teaching and learning activities found during the previous cycle.

3.2.3 Cycle 2 

This part discusses the finding of the second cycle. The discussion covers finding obtained in the planning, the implementing, acting and reflecting. The second cycle was essentially carried out through out the same procedures as the preceding cycle, in the same time allocation. The only difference was on the choosing of the topic. The topic is made more specific.
3.2.3.1. Re-Planning 


From the reflection of cycle 1 made by the researcher, the researcher had found some problem during the implementation of the descriptive text. Then, she decided to continue this study to the second cycle. In this cycle, the researcher did not plan to make any crucial changes. She made the same implementation intended to improve the strategy of action and the new steps in the next cycle in order to overcome problem. Hopefully, it could help the students improve their vocabulary learning.

The material for teaching the students was also based on the local curriculum. They are as follows:

· Topics

· Meeting 1
: describing person

· Meeting 2
: given review test

· Instructional Media

· Descriptive Text

· The Instruments of Observation

· Teacher’s journal

· Test

3.2.3.2. Acting

In the action of cycle 2, the researcher delivered the new materials through descriptive text. This cycle consist of two meetings. The first meeting, the students were taught using descriptive text, and the second meeting the students were given a review and test to measure their achievement. The action was done from at January 26th and 29th 2011. The media were used during the teaching learning process. However, in this cycle, there was some improvement based on the weakness that was found in cycle 1. Take for instance, the material was made clearly better than the first one.
3.2.3.3. Observing

In this part, the writer observes the action of cycle 2 and took notes during the observation to record the teaching learning activities and the students’ responses.  The result of test II was recorded to know the students achievement. Besides, the students were given a questionnaire to obtain their opinions toward the treatment and the media used.

3.2.3.5. Time Schedule


The time schedule of the implementation of the action are presented in table I. the schedule of the classroom action research:

Table I

Time Schedule
	No.
	ACTION
	TIME

	
	
	DAY
	DATE
	HOUR

	1.

2.

3.

4.
	Preliminary study 1

Preliminary study 2 and analysis preparation

Cycle 1

a. Meeting 1

b. Meeting 2

Analysis and preparation

Cycle 2

a. Meeting 1

b. Meeting 2

Data Analysis

Reporting the finding
	Wednesday

Thursday

Tuesday

Saturday

Wednesday

Saturday
	January 5th 2012
January 6th 2012
January 18th 2012
January 26th 2012
January 24th-25th 2012
January 26th 2012
January 29th 2012 

July 2012 

July 2012
	08.30-10.30

08.00-10.00

07.00-08.20

07.00-07.40

07.00-08.20

07.00-07.40


3.4 THE RESEARCHER ATTENDANCE
In line with this study, there is Classroom Action Research (CAR) which include in qualitative approach, the researcher attendance in the research field is important. The researcher her is took place as instrument.
3.5 DATA AND SOURCE OF DATA 


3.5.1. Data

There are two data in this study. They are test score, and documents. In this research, score test taken from the student individual work, and the documents taken from field documentation students’ activities of making descriptive text notes or administration data.


3.5.2. Source of Data

There are two sources of data observed in this study. They are students’ text book, and then the researcher observes about the teacher and students action during the use of descriptive text and their opinion about this.

3.6 DATA COLLECTION
There were some ways in collecting data. There were the data collection of the lesson plan, the observation sheets, the vocabulary test, and the field notes. In the lesson plan discusses about the theme, the materials, the media and objectives.


Observation sheets were to know the closely and note the classroom events. The teacher and the students’ observation were record in every meeting during use the descriptive text in vocabulary learning. It covered the observation of teaching and learning process through the students and teachers’ action.

The vocabulary test was conducted to measure the students’ mastery on vocabulary after teaching using descriptive text.

Field notes were used to record some essential features of teaching and learning activities in the classroom that cannot be covered by observation sheet. The researcher must do this during and right after the teaching and learning process.


3.7 

Data Analysis

3.7.1 Data Analysis of Test

The data were collected from the students’ vocabulary test in cycle are computed quantitatively by using percentage formula. The formula used to find the mean score was as follow:
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% X : percentage of success

X1    : number of the students who passed the test

N      : total of students
Then, the results of the data analysis above are classified qualitatively to answer research problem based on the classification of the score below:

	Percentage
	Category

	80 – 100

70 – 79

60 – 69

26 – 59
	Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor


Adapted from Agustina (in Kurniawati, 2011)
3.7.2 Data Analysis of Observation
The collected data from observation was analyzed qualitatively. It was described based on the finding of class observation. In done the analysis of observation data, the researcher used field notes and the last, researcher transcribe the field notes to obtain the activity during teaching and learning process.
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