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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

This section presents the background of the study, the statement of the problem, the purpose of the study, the significance of the study and the scope of the study.
1.1 Background of the Study
Language is important in our daily communication. People communicate with other or express their feelings, by using language. Language is a signaling system which operates with symbolic vocal sound, and which is used by a group of people for the purpose of communication. Wardhaugh (1968:274) said, ” In speaking to one another, we make use of sentences, or, to be more precise, utterances”. It means that language is very important for communication in our daily life. And language is one of instrument of communication.

Learning English as second language is very important for humans life, especially for students. In general, they can use English anywhere to communicate with the others in this world. Besides that, many people also seek various ways to learn it as the need for proficiency. Therefore, it taught in both private and public schools to keep up with educational development. English is an international language in Indonesia, which has very important rule in aspect of life such as science, technology and educational fields as well. Considering the importance of English, most teachers of junior and senior high schools are obliged to teach English as a compulsory subject. Sanjaya  (2008:2 ), said that “the curriculum should include grammar, reading, theoric and logic, mathematic, and addition at the secondary level includes the great books of the western world.”
Many people learn English because they think it will be useful in some way for international communication and travel. Such atudents of general English often do not have particular reason for going to English classes, but simply wish to learn to speak ( and read and write) the language effectively for wherever and whenever this might be useful for them (Jeremy Harmer, 2007:11).

It is not easy for people to master English, especially for students, because English is a foreign language in Indonesia. There are four skills to master English: Reading, Listening, Speaking, and Writing, Out of those four skills Learning vocabulary is a very important part of learning a language.The more words you know, the more you will be able to understand what you hear and read; and the better you will be able to say what you want to when speaking or writing.
In learning English, one of the factors is the poor mastery of vocabulary knowledge. The students are lack of stock of the words. The students who have little knowledge of vocabulary will face some difficulties to understand the written language and oral language. According to Hornby (1995:1331), vocabulary is a total number of words which (with rules of combining them) make up a language. While Al kufaishi (1988:42) states that vocabulary is a vehicle of thought, self expression, interpretation and communication. In using English, one needs to have a great number of vocabularies so that she/he could easily express her/his thoughts in communication.
The researcher had done an interview with some students and one of teachers of English at the MTs Darussalam Rejotangan. Based on the interview, the writer found that the students usually had difficulties in translating sentences due to lack of vocabulary. They also said that it was very difficult to remember new words they learnt. It made them unable to answer the questions in the examination correctly. In fact, most of questions in their examination consisted of vocabulary test. The teacher usually used conventional method in teaching vocabulary. That is the teacher gave the meaning of difficult words or asked the students to look the words up in the dictionary.
Based on that condition the factor that influence in English ability is the factor of the students itself and the factor of the teacher (who doubles as an English teacher). Students are not able to memorize vocabulary  because students were less attention to spelling and meaning of the word what they know. While the factors students’ vocabulary mastery of the teacher factor is the lack of creatively of  teachers in using attract media or techniques that can help students to be motivated to learn. 
It seems obvious that varieties of teaching techniques are needed to maintain the interest of the students. One way to do is by using descriptive text. It was one effective and interesting way that could be applied in any classroom. By using descriptive text, the students can describes anything and it can add the students’ vocabulary mastery.
In accordance with the condition above, the researcher carried out a study entitle “Improving the Students’ Vocabulary Mastery Using Descriptive Text at the Seventh Grade of MTs Darussalam Rejotangan in the Academic Year of 2011/2012”.
1.2 The Statement of the Study
Based on the background state, the problem of the research can be formulated as follows:
How can the implementation of descriptive text improve students’ vocabulary mastery of the seventh year students of MTs Darussalam Rejotangan in the academic year 2011/2012?
1.3 The Purpose of the Study
Regarding the statement of the problem, this Classroom Action Research is intended to find out the implementation of descriptive text improve students’ vocabulary mastery.
1.4 The Significance of the Study
These results of this action study are expected to provide some useful advantages for:
1.4.1. For the English Teacher
Giving any useful input for English teacher to teach the students with the easier method especially for improving the students’ vocabulary mastery.
1.4.2. For the Students
To motivate the students in studying English, especially in improving their vocabulary mastery using descriptive text.
1.4.3. For the Readers

Giving information and other method of teaching English in vocabulary mastery.
1.4.4. For the Researchers
To give the information and inputs for the other researchers when they are writing research on the same topic of improving vocabulary mastery using descriptive text.
1.5 The Scope and Limitation of the Study
Scope of this study discusses about a vocabulary mastery Classroom Action Research using descriptive text that is given to the first year student of SMP. And the limitation of this study is only to observe the first year of MTs Darussalam Rejotangan. Besides that this study is limited to the first year student of MTs Darussalam Rejotangan, VII-A class on the second semester in academic year of 2011/2012.
1.6 The Definition of Key Terms
In order to clarify the title "Improving The Students' Vocabulary Mastery Using Descriptive Text at The Seventh Grade of MTs Darussalam Rejotangan In The Academic Year Of 2011/2012 ", the writer would like to give explanation of the topic as follows:
1. Vocabulary
“Vocabulary is one of the important aspect in teaching a language, beside grammar and pronunciation as a stuck of words used by person. Vocabulary can be define, roughly as the words we teach in the foreign language” (Penny Ur, 1996:60).
2. Descriptive text
A text which list the characteristics of something like person, place, and thing (Larson, 1984:366)
